Children with disabilities often require more extensive family involvement and greater paternal support than other children. Yet these children are the children least likely to live with their fathers. This paper uses data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 from the United States to examine the association between child disability and resident and non-resident biological fathers' supportiveness, relationship, and monitoring of their children. Regression analyses indicate significant challenges for all fathers of children with disabilities. Children of resident fathers report more positive interactions than children of non-resident fathers. However, earlier co-residence and more frequent contact significantly improve the quality of father-youth relationships among men who do not live with their children.
Research on child well-being consistently suggests that the relationships of fathers and mothers with their children are a key element of a supportive family environment. More positive parental relationships in childhood are important determinants of later advantageous adolescent outcomes. Youth satisfaction with the parental relationship is associated with higher academic motivation, achievement, and engagement (Hair et al. 2005) as well as improved social skills (Zahn-Waxler and Smith 1992; Engels et al. 2001) , decreased substance use (Cohen et al. 1994; Blum and Rinehart 1997) and lower sexual risk (Jackson et al. 1998) . Greater levels of parental monitoring are associated with lower rates of sexual activity (Hogan and Kitagawa 1985; Metzler et al. 1994) , reduced drug, alcohol and tobacco use (Chassin et al.1996; Miller 1998) and the increased likelihood of academic success and social well-being (Crouter et al. 1990; Eddy et al. 2000) .
Father involvement is one important aspect of the family environment. While research suggests that growing up with two biological parents is best for many developmental outcomes (McLanahan and Carlson 2002; Amato 2005) , children can also benefit from the positive involvement of non-resident fathers (Amato and Gilbreth 1999; White and Gilbreth 2001) . Non-resident paternal closeness can facilitate the transfer of social capital through monitoring and communication (King et al. 2004 ) as well as the transmission of financial resources (Nord and Zill 1996) . Finally, fathers can serve as another source of emotional support for their children as they encounter tough choices in their transition to adult roles.
Non-resident father involvement may be especially crucial for the well-being of children with disabilities, who often require more extensive medical services, more time-consuming daily care, and greater family resources than children without special health care needs (Roberts and Lawton 2001; Newacheck et al. 2004 ). Much of the responsibility for integrating children with disabilities into school and community life is also contingent upon family caregiving and support (Pascall and Hendey 2004). However, research has shown that children with disabilities more often grow up in family environments that are in poverty and lower in socio-economic status (Rogers and Hogan 2003; Wells et al. 2003) , further increasing their developmental risks.
The association between childhood disability and resident family relationships has been well documented (e.g. Hogan et al. 2007; Sen and Yurtsever 2007) . However, the effect of child disability on non-resident parental relationships remains underresearched despite evidence that children with disabilities are less likely to live with two parents than children without disabilities (Hogan et al. 2000) . Several factors may inhibit our understanding of the relationship between children with disabilities and their non-resident fathers. First, most research on the interactions between children with disabilities and their parents focuses on mothers (Quinn 1999) . While several studies have examined gender differences in the way parents adapt to their child's disability (Pelchat et al. 2003; Pelchat et al. 2007) , less is known about fathers' contributions to the parent-youth relationship when their child has a disability. Furthermore, there is a paucity of population-based data which include information on both non-resident fathers and child disability. One notable source is the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add Health). However, its school-based design, as opposed to a household-based approach, excludes students who do not attend high school, an important consideration when researching children with disabilities.
This paper contributes to the literature on adolescence and the family environment by using nationally representative data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1997 to address this underresearched area. Our first goal is to understand the association between youth disability and adolescents' relationship with their fathers by examining if fathers increase their engagement, or disengage, when children have a disability. Our second goal is to understand the extent (if any) to which the father-child relationship for adolescents with disabilities is challenged when biological fathers are absent from the household, by comparing resident and nonresident fathers. Finally, our last goal is to examine if type of contact with the nonresident father mediates any association between child disability and the paternal relationship.
We proceed first with a review of the literature on parenting a child with a disability, including a discussion of gender differences in parenting and the additional barriers to a positive father-child relationship that may occur when a father is nonresident. Next, we summarize existing research on the youth, paternal, and household factors associated with non-resident father relationships. Third, we discuss our choice of data and methods. Finally, we describe our results and the implications of these results for researchers interested in adolescence and the family context.
